THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

We learn from Mohammedan historians that
Kabul was first taken by the armies of Islam in
the time of Muawiya, about the middle of the
seventh century, some twenty years or so after
the visit of Hiouen Tsiang. The king, who is
called by the Mussulman historians Kabul Shah
(the Sahi of Kabul), made an appeal to the war-
riors of Hind. These gathered to his assistance
in such numbers, that the invaders were driven
out of Kabul and the neighbouring country, as far
as Bost.1

Whether this king of Kabul was the same chief
who entertained the Chinese pilgrim is uncertain \
but he too must have been a Kshatriya, or the
warriors of Hind would have taken little notice of
his appeal.

The Mussulman armies returned with large rein-
forcements, and Kabul was again taken, when the
king agreed to pay tribute,

After the occupation of Kabul by the Moham-
medans the chiefs of the Hindu Shahya dynasty
resided chiefly at Udakabhanda. They were still
powerful and held nearly the whole Pan jab.
Their rule extended from Sarhind to Lamghan,
and from Kashmir to Multan,2 until their final
overthrow by Mahmud in the eleventh century.
During the long period of nearly four hundred

1 Elliot, ii. 415.             2 Ferishta, Briggs, i. 15.

126